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Chamber Supports Statewide Mask Mandate 
to Keep Kansas Businesses Open   

Wichita, KS - The Wichita Regional Chamber of Commerce supports Governor Laura Kelly’s proposed 
statewide mask mandate. The Chamber is typically not a proponent of mandates on 
businesses. However, the Chamber supports measures to keep the economy open and has a 
responsibility to support what is in the best interests of businesses in the Wichita region. Early during 
the pandemic, the Chamber pointed to the rate of cases and hospital utilization rates in Sedgwick 
County as key metrics. The current data shows these numbers have never been higher. The percent 
positive rate in Sedgwick County stands at 28.4 percent, and our hospitals are now full to the point that 
COVID-19 patients are being held in emergency rooms because no beds are available. This is not 
sustainable. If we are unable to reverse these trends, government may take action to shut down 
businesses or implement additional onerous mandates and restrictions. If that happens, many 
businesses will not survive. We must do everything we can to prevent this.  

We think this action by Governor Kelly, which has already been adopted locally in Sedgwick County, is 
in the best interest of the business community. It is also apparent that Wichita and Sedgwick County 
are impacted by the safety guidelines in place in many neighboring counties. Quite frankly, we need 
the support of other regional jurisdictions to turn the tide and keep local businesses and schools open 
by protecting the health of our friends, family, and coworkers.   

The Wichita Chamber also supports efforts to allow employers, schools, and the community to access 
quick-turnaround COVID-19 tests so we can keep our economy moving. Comprehensive expanded 
testing lets individuals, businesses, and governments make informed decisions about COVID-19 risks. 
We urge government leaders to allocate funding and put testing policies in place that allow for 
precision quarantining so sick people can stay home and healthy people can return to work and school. 
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Purpose Statement:  Success for our members, leadership for our community, prosperity for our region. Visit our 
website wichitachamber.org and follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram, YouTube, and our blog. 


