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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

CHAMBER HOSTS RECEPTION FOR LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS

The 2019 Local Elected Officials Reception brought together more than 150 local business and community leaders on the
evening of Nov. 25. Mark Arts, which won the Chamber’s “Keeper of the Plains” award for aesthetics at our 2019 Honors
Night, provided a beautiful setting for Chamber members to enjoy hors d’oeuvres and drinks, network with each other
and thank elected officials for their public service. U.S. Congressman Ron Estes and KS Lieutenant Governor Lynn Rogers
headlined a group of more than 50 local elected officials in attendance. They were joined by school board members,
city council members, county commissioners and state representatives and senators. Check the Chamber website for
updated information about contacting local elected officials at wichitachamber.org/advocacy/local-government/.

Pictured: Steven Suellentrop, Legacy Bank;
Council Member Bryan Frye, City of Wichita
Dist. 5; Chad Stafford, Occidental Management

Pictured: Kathy Sexton, City of
Derby; Megan Bottenberg, Cox
Communications

Pictured: Lt.-Gov. Lynn Rogers, State of KS;
Ron Rosales, USD 259 BOE Dist. 6; Rep. KC
Ohaebosim, KS HOR Dist. 89; Jeff Beasley, Evergy

...........................................................................................................

COALITION ATTRACTS $18 MILLION FOR NORTH JUNCTION

strong transportation infrastructure is critical to developing and expanding commerce. The Wichita Chamber, in
A
conjunction with the Regional Economic Area Partnership and the Greater Wichita Partnership, has convened key
private sector business members of the Chamber and local governments in the region to form the South Central Kansas (SCK)

Transportation Coalition. The Coalition advocates for funding and policies to address regionally significant transportation
infrastructure needs (like the North Junction - where I-135, I-235, K-254 and K-96 meet in North Wichita).
The Coalition’s members and Chamber staff actively participated in recent local consult meetings hosted by the Kansas
Department of Transportation (KDOT) in the Wichita region. The Coalition submitted a map and descriptions of regionally
significant transportation project priorities to KDOT staff. Our advocacy has already helped bring about strong results,
as KDOT recently announced that the North Junction project received $18M of funding as part of their new Cost Share
Program. This investment will leverage $6M of local contributions to continue constructing the gold phase of the project.
In 2020, the SCK Transportation Coalition will focus on attracting infrastructure investment to the Wichita region through
KDOT’s next comprehensive transportation program, known as FORWARD. As traditional sources of transportation funding
have declined or been transferred to fund other priorities, we need your help to strengthen our voice for regional infrastructure
projects and transportation policies that grow the Wichita regional economy. Please reach out to Andrew Wiens at awiens@
wichitachamber.org to learn more about how you can get involved in the SCK Transportation Coalition.

...........................................................................................................

SENATOR MORAN SPEECH LINKS FREE ENTERPRISE
TO DEMOCRACY

U

.S. Senator Jerry Moran spent
part of his Veteran’s Day schedule
addressing more than 160 local business
leaders at the Chamber’s Federal Issue
Forum on Monday, Nov. 11. Moran told
the crowd that he was deviating from
his typical speech at Chamber events
to address an issue that is of utmost
importance to him – preserving our
democracy.
The Senator from Kansas expressed
concern on the increased popularity
of discussions about the need for
socialistic type policies. Moran said,
“We can look to Wichita for evidence of
how free enterprise and the American

Dream go hand in hand. Where we can
confirm that free markets and individual
initiative, not socialism, create economic
well-being.”
Noting that the call for socialism
can be attributed to some Americans
feeling that the economic deck is
stacked against them, Moran said
that a lack of progress in the nation’s
capital has also fueled the search for
other answers to the growing economic
inequality experienced by many voters.
The Senator reminded the attendees
that citizens lose hope when they feel
ignored. And they look for other ways
to get things done when they see their
leadership engaged in partisanship and
gridlock.
Moran said, “There is no doubt that
our free-market economy, individual
and liberty are under fire in the call for
socialist policies. We must work together
not only to defeat these proposals,
but to show the American people and
those who fought to protect our way
of life that we can solve our country’s
pressing issues in a way that upholds
the Constitution and in a way where
individuals can realize their potential in
Dr. Andy Tompkins of WSU, John Gonzales of
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Junetta Everett the greatness of this country.”
Closing
with
partnerships
are
of Delta Dental of KS and Jamie Harrison of
Meritrust Credit Union listen to Moran.
imperative
for
preserving
our

U.S. Senator Jerry Moran spoke to over 160
local business leaders this Veteran’s Day
on Nov. 11.

democracy, Moran said, “I’m proud to
call the individuals in this room partners.
Partners in our work to fuel the future of
Wichita.”
Chamber members had opportunities
to pose several questions following
Moran’s presentation. Those questions
reflected concern about the need
to address infrastructure, trade and
immigration.
To express your views to Moran,
contact his Chief of Staff, Brennen
Britton at brennen_britton@moran.
senate.gov.
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2020 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA APPROVED
ach year, all Kansas legislators receive a palm card familiarizing them with the Wichita Regional Chamber’s Legislative
E
Agenda. The agenda is developed by the Chamber’s Government Relations Committee after input from Chamber
members. It is then approved by the Chamber’s Board of Directors. The Chamber’s primary government relations goal is

to create a better business environment for your company or organization by promoting investment, innovation and job
creation. The 2020 Legislative Agenda is listed below.
pathway for high school students
• Prohibit state and federal agencies
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, TALENT
•
Support
an
increased
focus
on
from misusing rule and regulation
AND EDUCATION

science, technology, engineering,
authority in lieu of policy decisions
• Support income tax credits for
and mathematics (STEM) learning
made by the Legislature
workers enrolling in qualified training
initiatives,
including
support
for
•
Protect workers compensation and
for aerospace jobs
computer science classes in schools
unemployment insurance reforms
• Support expanded funding for
•
Restore caps on non-economic
workforce development programs,
damages in tort lawsuits
including the Excel in Career & TAXATION AND BUDGET
Technical Education (CTE) initiative, • Support passage of legislation that
addresses the federal tax “windfall” HEALTHCARE
the National Center for Aviation
caused by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act • Support expansion of Medicaid
Training (NCAT), and apprenticeships
of 2017 by decoupling the Kansas
(KanCare) that is revenue neutral and
• Support
occupational
licensing
state tax return from the federal tax
encourages personal responsibility
reciprocation legislation that directs
return and federal corporate income • Encourage the legislature and
licensing agencies in the State of
tax provisions
administration to consider additional
Kansas to honor occupational licenses
investments designed to address
in good standing earned by workers • Oppose increases in business taxes
and
fees
that
would
negatively
impact
the treatment of mental health and
in other states
Kansas’ competitive environment
substance abuse in South Central
• Advocate for criminal justice reform
Kansas
and enhanced re-entry programs that • Encourage government to reduce
spending
and
pursue
efficiencies
encourage ex-offenders to re-enter
through consolidation, privatization, ECO DEVO, ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND
the workforce
and innovation
TECHNOLOGY
• Support programs that encourage
• Promote and expand critical tax/
work and help recipients of
TRANSPORTATION
economic development incentive
government assistance with obtaining
•
Ensure
dedicated
transportation
programs that result in jobs and
employment
funding streams are only used for the
investment, including the High
• Promote systems of diverse and
transportation
program
Performance
Incentive
Program
inclusive educational options that
(HPIP), the Promoting Employment
can be tailored to meet the needs • Support a comprehensive state
transportation
program
that
Across Kansas (PEAK) incentive,
of individual students, like the
equitably
taxes
and
distributes
the Kansas Industrial Training (KIT)
innovative “Kansans Can” vision of
funding to address critical needs in
program, and funding for small
continual improvement, the studentSouth
Central
Kansas,
including
the
businesses and entrepreneurs like the
focused Kansas Tax Credit for Low
North Junction and other regionally
Angel Investor Tax Credit
Income Students Scholarship, and
significant
projects
identified
by
the
• Support enhancements and increased
a greater emphasis on certifications
South
Central
Kansas
Transportation
focus on entrepreneurship and the
and college credit during high school
Coalition
technology sector as contributors to
• Support growing the Kansas and local
economic growth
economy through applied research
and private-public partnerships, like ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT AND
Contact your elected official to tell
the National Institute for Aviation REGULATION
them you support this agenda and
Research (NIAR), university/business • Support policies and incentives that
keep up to date during session by
will improve the competitiveness of
signing up for communications at
innovation
programs
(WSU’s
Kansas
utility
rates
wichitachamber.org/contact.
Innovation Campus), and the aviation
...........................................................................................................

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN:
PROPELLING
FORWARD
diligently to enhance the business
talent retention efforts

climate in our region. Some of our most
important 2019 achievements are listed
out below.
• Completed a three-year strategic
plan with a new purpose statement
and six strategic goals
• Partnered with other community
advancement groups on the
Riverfront Legacy Master Plan
• Achieved 18 pro-business wins
in Topeka during the Legislative
Session and strengthened the
collaborative and lobbying efforts
of the South Central Kansas (SCK)
Transportation Coalition
• Endorsed four business-focused
candidates in the 2019 election
process
• Recognized for our diversity and
inclusion efforts with an Excellence
in Diversity Award from Butler
By Michael Monteferrante
Community College
2019 Chamber Chairman and
• Initiated a new health insurance
plan for small business members
President & CEO of Envision, Inc.
• Rebranded
the
young
’ve enjoyed leading the Chamber
professionals organization to W, to
Board this year and working with so
be more inclusive and to re-energize
many of our members on the Chamber’s
many intiatives. Our 2019 membership
drive was a tremedous success. 300 of
our Chamber members worked with the
staff to enthusiastically recruit 270 new
members. These new members and the
172 that staff recruited throughout the
year have energized our organization
and strengthened our voice as one
of the largest business membership
organizations in the state. During that
time period we’d already started laying
the groundwork for developing a new
three-year strategic plan. That plan
positions us to drive more success for
our community and our region. I want
Monteferrante holds the Excellence in Diversity
to thank my fellow board members,
Chamber staff and our many partners award from Butler Community College with 2020
and volunteers who are working so Board Chair Junetta Everett of Delta Dental of KS.

I

• Initiated
Supplier
Diversity
training program to improve
opportunities for small business
members
• Received national recognition
for the achievements of three staff
members: Kresta Dundas; Pat
Gallagher; Jonathan Long
• Accepted a Good Apple Award
for our Leadership Wichita program
that increases awareness of the
challenges of public education

Monteferrante converses with Jeff Fluhr of the
Greater Wichita Partnership about the scenarios
presented by the Riverfront Legacy
Master Plan Design Team.

These
accomplishments
would
not have been possible without the
support of our members and our many
partners. Your financial contributions
and your time commitment led to a
very productive year for the Chamber.
My thanks to each of you for your
ideas, passion and dedication that
contributed to so many outstanding
achievements. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed
my role in strengthening our Chamber
to better serve you over the next three
years with a 2020-2022 work plan
and roadmap. We are aligned with
community needs and poised for more
success. I encourage you to get involved
with next year’s strategic priorities as we
work for the prosperity of our region.
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Garten’s Music celebrated 50 years in business.
Find them at 4235 W. Central.

Family First Insurance Alliance opened their offices
at 247 N. Cleveland.

Thrasher moved from their El Dorado offices to Wichita. Find
them at 8853 E. 37th St. North.

Floor & Decor opened their first store in Wichita. They are
located at 9629 E. Kellogg Avenue.

Humlicek Family Dental celebrated the grand opening of their
new offices at 231 N. West Street.

Perfection Builders opened their seventh Epcon Community
at 135th St. & Maple.

Fourth Quarter 2019

MEMBER
milestones

Together Wichita celebrated the opening of the newest dog
park in Wichita at 1300 S. Webb Road.

Barrett Chiropractic opened its new offices at
2815 N. Tyler Road.

Dave & Buster’s opened its first Wichita location
at 2644 N. Greenwich Road.

Friends University celebrated the remodeling of their Casado
Campus Center at 2100 W. University Avenue.

Underground Vaults & Storage celebrated their 60th
anniversary. Find them at 245 N. Waco.

Village Dentistry expanded its offices to full time. Find them at
2222 N. Greenwich Road.

Fidelity Bank opened its new micro-branch in Revolutsia
located at 2721 E. Central Avenue.

Tommy’s Express Car Wash opened its first Wichita location
at 455 S. Ridge Road.

ComfortCare Homes broke ground on two new westside
homes. They will be located at 29th & Tyler.

Woof’s Play & Stay opened its first Wichita location. Find them
at 5500 W. Central Avenue.

Meritrust Credit Union broke ground on their newest branch
that will be located at 13th & Woodlawn.

Kyodo Yushi Manufacturing opened its first North American
facility at 12550 W. Larson Road.

Village Travel opened its new offices
at 4255 N. Ridge Road.

Jenny Dawn Cellars opened the first urban winery in Kansas in
Union Station at 701 E. Douglas Avenue.

The Health Connection opened its third location in the Wichita
community at 3101 N. Rock Road.

RCB Bank expanded to west Wichita by opening its third
Wichita location at 7131 W. Central.

The Glass Guru opened its first location at
1632 S. West Street.

See our Facebook page for more photos of Membership Milestones.
Connect with Chevis at 316-268-1118 to obtain a Membership Milestone and Events Packet.
Contact Kresta at 316-268-1115 for information about all the benefits of Chamber membership.

.......

Please join us in congratulating these members on their accomplistments and mention you saw their photo in this publication.
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NEW MEMBERS

SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER 2019
A Z Advisory Group
Kansas Gun Drilling, Inc. (KGD)
AMC Northrock 14 Movie Theatre
Latour Management, Inc.
Aztec Property Services
Marketplace Dentistry
B & B Builders, Inc.
McAlister’s Deli (Greenwich Rd.)
Benesch
Mirror Wichita Outpatient Office
Brianna Logistics, Inc.
Premier Med Experts, LLC
Dave & Buster’s
Professional Pharmacy
Downtown Nutrition
Rhodenbaugh Agency LLC Ethan Allen
American Family Insurance
Heart & Soul Hospice
Rosewood Cottage
Hilton Garden Inn Wichita Downtown Schlotzsky’s
K&O Railroad
SERC Physical Therapy

The Glass Guru
The Growth Coach Wichita * Denver
The Window Shop
thyssenkrupp Elevator
Tommy’s Express Car Wash
Trust Women Foundation, Inc.
United States Postal Service - Wichita
Valley Hope
Vima Church
Wichita Parisi Speed School
Wichita Wurlitzer
Woof’s Play & Stay

PLEASE WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS TO THE CHAMBER AND REMEMBER TO
RECOMMEND MEMBERSHIP TO A BUSINESS YOU FREQUENT.

...........................................................................................................

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGMENT STAFFING UPDATES

Kresta Dundas

Vice President of
Membership Development

Kresta Dundas was named
Vice President of Membership
Development. Dundas is
nationally recognized for
her Chamber membership
sales record and will be
welcoming new members to our
organization. Her new title was
effective Nov. 1.

Angie Elliot

Vice President of
Engagement & Small Business

Angie Elliott was named Vice
President of Engagement
and Small Business. Elliott’s
transition aligns with our
new strategic plan to ensure
high quality programming for
our small business Chamber
members. Her new title was
effective Nov. 7.

JAN | FEB | MAR

.......

eventscalendar

.......

...........................................................................................................
Register at
wichitachamber.org

JANUARY

9 	 MEMBERSHIP MAXIMIZER | 8 - 9:30 a.m., Chamber, 350 W. Douglas Ave.
	 This orientation session is for new members and new employees of existing members looking to obtain a better understanding
of the Chamber and the benefits associated with membership. Cost: FREE.
22 SUNRISE SCRAMBLER | 7:30 - 9 a.m., Rolling Hills Country Club, 223 S. Westlink St.
The Sunrise Scrambler is an opportunity to enjoy a breakfast and business program. Attendees at these monthly breakfasts can meet
other business people in the community and gain information on topics pertaining to today’s business world from guest speakers.
Cost: $15 in advance, $20 at the door. Breakfast included.
30 CHAIR’S LUNCH | 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., INTRUST Bank Arena, an ASM Global Managed Facility, 500 E. Waterman St.
The Chamber is partnering with the Kansas Health Foundation to host the 2020 Chair’s Lunch. The event will feature the
topic of diversity as our community looks to the opportunities in 2020 to move the region forward. We will officially introduce our
2020 Board Chair. Please plan to join us as we highlight the importance of continued collaboration as we advance the Wichita region.
Cost: $60 per person, $750 Corporate Table Sponsorship.

FEBRUARY
4
MEMBER BUSINESS EXCHANGE | 3 - 4:30 p.m., Chamber, 350 W. Douglas Ave.
	
This is a pure networking event to speak one-on-one in 5-minute rotations about your business. Cost: FREE.
11 SMALL BUSINESS OWNER ROUNDTABLE | 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., TBA.
Exclusively for the organization’s owner or top decision-maker, the Small Business Owner Roundtable is included as part of
membership investment and lunch will be provided. This month will feature the Chamber’s I Fly Wichita initiative. Members only.
Cost: FREE.
18 ENERGIZE WICHITA | 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., TBA.
Throughout the year, the Chamber is hosting regional business leaders, young professionals and other community leaders for
an opportunity to learn more about the local efforts and initiatives going on in the fields of Education/Workforce Training, Economic
Development and Quality of Place. This session will focus on Education/Workforce Training. Lunch and transportation are provided.
Cost: $100 per session, $225 Discounted rate for all three sessions.
26 SUNRISE SCRAMBLER | 7:30 - 9 a.m., TBA.
The Sunrise Scrambler is an opportunity to enjoy a breakfast and business program. Attendees at these monthly breakfasts can meet
other business people in the community and gain information on topics pertaining to today’s business world from guest speakers.
Cost: $15 in advance, $20 at the door. Breakfast included.

MARCH

11 	 MEMBERSHIP MAXIMIZER | 8 - 9:30 a.m., Chamber, 350 W. Douglas Ave.
	 This orientation session is for new members and new employees of existing members looking to obtain a better understanding
of the Chamber and the benefits associated with membership. Cost: FREE.
12	 METRO MINGLE | 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., Newman University, 3100 McCormick St.
The March Metro Mingle will kick off the 16th Annual Small Business Awards. Mingle with the Wichita business community and learn
about the 2020 Small Business Awards applicants. Cost: $10 for Chamber members, $20 for general admission.
24 JOURNEY UNSEEN | 5:30 - 7 p.m., TBA
	
From March to June the Chamber will present a series called The Journey Unseen, a monthly mentoring event for women. There will
be four events that will feature a woman community leader discussing their paths to leadership followed by Q&A. March will feature
Shelly Prichard of the Wichita Community Foundation. Cost: $15 in advance, $20 at the door. One drink included.
26 SUNRISE SCRAMBLER | 7:30 - 9 a.m., Holiday Inn Wichita East I-35, 549 S. Rock Rd.
The Sunrise Scrambler is an opportunity to enjoy a breakfast and business program. Attendees at these monthly breakfasts can meet
other business people in the community and gain information on topics pertaining to today’s business world from guest speakers.
Cost: $15 in advance, $20 at the door. Breakfast included.

FIND EVENT UPDATES AND REGISTER TO ATTEND AT WICHITACHAMBER.ORG
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LEADERSHIP WICHITA GRADUATES 28 LEADERS

(Pictured left to right.) Front row: Amanda Duncan, Workforce Alliance of South Central Kansas; Kristi Dowell, Wichita Public Library; Tiffany Bell,
Wichita Symphony; Kristen Buckles, Fidelity Bank; Sheena Schmutz, Sedgwick County; Rosemary Lesser, Airbus Americas; Marquetta Atkins,
Camp Destination Innovation Inc., WeKan, & The Seed House; Holli Schletzbaum, Kansas Global Trade Services; Chad McDaniel, Emprise Bank
2nd Row: Renee Duxler, Douglas Design District; Todd Ramsey, Apples & Arrows; Britten Kuckelman, WSU Tech;
Matt Thibault, Health ICT & Kansas Business Group on Health
3rd row: Mike Heldstab, Office of U.S. Senator Jerry Moran; Deputy Chief Jose Salcido, Wichita Police Department;
Fabian Armendariz, Wichita Public Schools-USD 259; Brian Gensch, AGH Wealth Management
4th Row: Ty Patton, McCurdy Auction, LLC; Dalton Glasscock, Sedgwick County Republican Party; Joseph Shepard, Newman University
5th row: Col. Joe Dessenberger, Kansas Air National Guard; Jonathan McRoy, United States Air Force - McConnell AFB; Josh Newman, Evergy
6th row: Ariel Rodriguez, Rise Up For Youth; Alejo Cabral, W
Not Pictured: Adrienne Marmillion, Textron Aviation; Mother Eli Montes, St. John’s Episcopal Church; Kami Power, Spirit AeroSystems, Inc.

AFFILIATE NEWS

The Chamber’s affiliates and partners are vital to the success of initiatives that grow our business community. Here are some
updates from three of our affiliates.

Friends of McConnell

PAT GALLAGHER WINS TAMPA
BAY TROPHY AWARD

at Gallagher, Military Affairs Liaison for the Wichita
P
Regional Chamber of Commerce, was recently
presented the 2019 recipient of the prestigious Tampa Bay Trophy Award on Oct.

23. Created by the Tampa Bay Defense Alliance in Florida in consultation with Air
Mobility Command (AMC) at Scott Air Force Base in Illinois, the national award
honors a civilian for sustained and enduring service as well as contributions to
community, AMC Airmen and families and the United States Air Force.
Gallagher was invited to Florida in October to accept the award during the annual
Airlift Tanker Association Convention. Tim Jones, President of the Tampa Bay Defense
Alliance, cited Gallagher’s “selfless devotion towards our military and the missions
they accomplish” when announcing she was the 2019 award recipient. Jones said
that Gallagher “epitomizes the very best in the leadership and community support
that’s required to make our Air Force the greatest in the world.”
Gallagher’s award was recognized at the conclusion of a Nov. 11 Federal Issue
Forum with U.S. Senator Moran and the Sunrise Scrambler on Nov. 13, both hosted
by the Chamber. Special thanks from the Chamber and Pat to Joel Rodell, Mike
King and Ben Hutton for the video that Hutton graciously filmed and produced to
congratulate Pat on her outstanding award.
To read about her award and see the video, visit wichitachamber.org/blog.

Pat Gallagher, Director of Friends of McConnell, holds
her Tampa Bay Trophy Award with Col. Richard Tanner,
Commander of the 22nd Air Refueling Wing.

...........................................................................................................

WMA ELECTS 2020 EXECUTIVE TEAM
he WMA Executive Team has been elected for 2020. Please help us congratulate
T
President Kyle Blasdel (Conco Construction), Vice President Ethan Eck (Eck Fabrication),
Second Vice President Stacy Edmundson (Red Door Three), Treasurer Dave Burger (K Coe

Kyle Blasdel, 2020 WMA President, is Vice
President of Business Development & Facility
Performance Group at Conco Construction.

Isom) and Secretary Amanda Duncan (Workforce Alliance).
The Wichita Manufacturers Association will offer scholarships as it has in the past to
support educational opportunities and develop better manufacturing interests, methods
and employees. Their 2020 timeline is listed below.
Wichita Manufacturers Association 2020 Scholarship Timeline:
Feb. 15 | Deadline for students to submit applications
April 1 | Winners of scholarships will be notified and a
public annoucement will be made on the WMA website
May 28 | Awards Banquet for Scholarship Winners
For the application and more information, visit wichitamanufacturers.org.

...........................................................................................................

2019 LEADERSHIP ACADEMY CLASS NAMED

or 10 years, Leadership Academy presented by Friends University, has been W’s premier program for young
F
professionals desiring to level up professionally and personally. Twenty-five area young professionals
have been selected to participate in the 2020 Leadership Academy class. These talented individuals were

nominated to participate in the program by members of the community and completed an application, which was reviewed
by a selection committee.
Over the course of six weeks, the class will be educated on their personal leadership styles, values, and strengths so
they can grow as leaders, motivate others and impact change in their organizations and communities. The program, which
begins in January, includes weekly sessions that feature interactive exercises, issue exploration, self-assessments, and indepth conversations with Wichita’s top community and business leaders.
“W’s Leadership Academy is unique because it is designed by young professionals for young professionals,” said W
Director Alejo Cabral. “We believe the class will learn as much from each other as they will from the experts they‘ll hear
from. We trust that the diverse industries, years of practice, roles, and experiences embodied in each participant will be key
to making that possible. Our city’s future is bright with talented individuals like these leaning into their role in leadership.”
See wyoungpros.com/news for the full class list and join us in congratulating these individuals.
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THE GLOBAL POLITICAL LANDSCAPE WITH
PAUL BEGALA AND MICHAEL STEELE
ichita Chamber Board member moments about the responsibility
W
David Hodge (Sunflower Bank) Americans have to be much more
characterized the 2019 Chamber involved in the election and governance
Annual Meeting as packed with “energy,
engagement, relevant and challenging
speakers and a wonderful sense of
community.” It was a history-making
evening with 2019 Chairman Michael
Monteferrante (Envision) sharing the
year’s achievements with attendees and
then introducing the Chamber’s 2020
Chair, Junetta Everett (Delta Dental).
Everett received a standing ovation for
being the first African American and
the sixth woman to be elected as Chair
of the Wichita Regional Chamber of
Commerce.

Junetta Everett of Delta Dental of KS and
2020 Chair presents Michael Monteferrante
of Envision, Inc. and 2019 Chair a plaque to
commemorate his Chairmanship.

Nationally-known political analysts
Michael Steele (Republican) and Paul
Begala (Democrat) were the guest
speakers for the evening and both
provided thoughtful remarks from
the podium about the global political
landscape. Sharing the stage for a
spirited and engaging discussion that
followed their remarks, they covered
topics that ranged from leadership
lessons to trade issues. Moderated by
Chamber Chair Michael Monteferrante,
the discussion provided some quotable

2019 Annual Meeting gathered over 1000
business professionals and community leaders
for the evening.

process.
POLITICAL DIFFERENCES
Both analysts urged Americans to
reserve their anger and frustration for
their favorite sports team rivals rather
than those they differ with politically.
Steele counseled those attending to
avoid “losing your humanity when
discussing political differences.” He
believes bipartisanship works and that
“we can do so much more together.”
But we need to stop the obsession with
the things that divide us and refocus on
the business at hand. It’s about “we the
people” not Democrats or Republicans.
Disagreement shouldn’t spiral into hate.
Begala shared the three magic words
that change the game, “I hear you.”
CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY
Steele believes that we each have
a role and a responsibility to keep
America strong and move it forward.
We all lose if we don’t carefully and
thoughtfully choose the right leaders.
He encouraged Americans to take full
responsibility for the current situation.
“If you don’t vote, you have no skin in
the game,” he said. Actively changing
the narrative and shaping America’s
priorities is our responsibility. We
cannot abdicate our roles as citizens.
He said it’s not an option to sit back and
pretend that “someone else has got it.”

Michael Monteferrante, 2019 Chamber Chair,
moderated the discussion with speakers, Michael
Steele of MSNBC and Paul Begala of CNN.

COMMON GROUND
Begala and Steele spoke about the
pressure that political leaders apply
to those in their parties to avoid
compromise. Begala believes it’s
imperative to provide opportunities
for congressional delegates to spend
time together and forge personal
relationships with those across the aisle.
Listening and learning from one another
is key. Begala shared that, “I never learn
anything from a vigorous agreement.”

Pictured: Gary Plummer, Wichita Regional Chamber
of Commerce; Michael Steele, MSNBC; Junetta
Everett, Delta Dental of KS; Paul Begala, CNN

UNIFICATION
Begala believes the “endless diversity
in our country is our greatest strength.”
He pointed out that the most recent
two-term U.S. Presidents, Bush/
Clinton/Obama, all ran on a platform
of unification, not division. Begala said
that Russian President Vladimir Putin
believes he can weaken our democracy
with division and that we must be in
sync to prevent that from happening.
TRADE
Both analysts agreed that China plays
the long game, while the U.S. is only
focusing on short-term trade results.
That shortsightedness will hurt us in
the world economy and we need to
ask for more long-term thinking from
our elected officials since exports and
imports impact the economy of every
state.
FAITH AND FAMILY
When asked how they keep their
differing political views from impacting
their long friendship, both Begala
and Steele answered that they were
grounded in their faith and families.
Begala said that most faiths challenge
us to love everyone, not just the people
who look, think and speak like us. Both
said they believe in life beyond this one
and in the greater good. Their love for
their own families and their concern for
each other’s families are an important
part of their relationship.
“Maybe it’s not a good idea to hate
your brother because of how he votes,”
Paul Begala reminded the crowd. It
was a powerful and thought-provoking
discussion. And an important reminder
about the critical role each one of us
plays in changing the current narrative,
removing hate from our interactions and
ultimately preserving our democracy.
See our Facebook page for more
pictures from the evening.

...........................................................................................................

members with an employee base of 2-500. As a benefit of their
Chamber membership, our members now receive preferred pricing
for their group health coverage under the ProviDRs Care NexUS
Health Plan - a 5% discount on premiums.
See more details at wichitachamber.org/healthinsurance.

I N F O R M AT I O N

NEW HEALTH INSURANCE OPTION FOR MEMBERS
ealth insurance coverage is one of the most important benefits
Hbusinesses can offer when recruiting and retaining talent. We
are pleased to offer a new health insurance option for our Chamber
Synergy is published

quarterly by the Marketing &
Communications Department
of the Wichita Regional
Chamber of Commerce.
For more information,
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at wichitachamber.org.
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CHAMBER RENEWED WITH NEW PURPOSE
STATEMENT AND STRATEGIC PLAN

D

eveloping and implementing a three-year strategic plan was a major achievement this year that
involved a thorough review of the needs of our members and an assessment of the Chamber’s
current resources and abilities to meet those
needs. Our staff and Board of Directors now
have more clarity and focus on our purpose
and goals. Our new Purpose Statement
reminds us about why we exist and how to
stay relevant.
With implementation of the strategic plan, the Chamber identified six goals with clear strategies,
related activities and key metrics for each goal. The goals and strategies are pictured below.
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